Translation and Class Struggle: On the Debate between
Lu Xun and Liang Shiqiu in 1929

(A Summary)

Wong Wang-chi

The present paper attempts to dig out the real causes of the heated debate between Lu Xun
and Liang Shiqiu in 1929.

On the surface, the quarrel was centred on the criteria for translation. Liang attacked
Lu Xun for translating too literally, to a stage that the translations, which Liang called
“dead translations,” were totally unintelligible to any reader. Lu, while admitting that he
was translating in a “hard” way, defended that he was just being faithful to the originals
hencc? to the readers. He, in return, accused Liang for sacrificing accuracy for ﬂuency’
Coming along with these arguments were ridicule, derision and malicious personal attacks. .

The present paper argues that there was no fundamental difference between the two
Both would like to have an accurate and yet readable translation. Their real difference lay;
in their political stances. Lu Xun, by 1929, had turned left. Supporting the Communist
cause, he started to translate Marxist literary theories and works. On the other hand Liang
had become a close follower of Irving Babbitt, master of Neo-Classicism, after his I-’Iarvard
years. He could not tolerate the political agenda behind Lu Xun’s translation activities. The
main body of the present paper consists of an analysis of the writings of both parties
attempting to explain how translation, in the last years of the 1920s and the beginning o%
1930s, was related to the class struggle of the time.
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Study of the Qidan Big Script in Sixty Years

(A Summary)

Liu Fengzhu

There are two kinds of Qidan scripts, the Big Script and the Small Script. The Big Script is
the one in which the Epitaph of Xiao Xiaozhong (72 /2 5%) was written and which was
discovered in Gushan Jinxi county, Liaoning province. This paper gives a general survey of
the study of this important Qidan script during the past sixty years. It begins with the dis-
covery of the extant inscriptions and the Epitaph of Xiao Xiaozhong, and chronicle the
publications of the research work on the subject. The contributions of leading scholars such
as Yan Wanzhang, Goro Toyada, Liu Fengzhu, Jin Yongtian and Ruan Tingzhuo are given
notice. It concludes with the author’s observations on the future research on the Qidan Big
Script.
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Mr. Smith is washing his car.
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H -~ A1 BEESEEEESN » L8| E AT “Mr. Smith” "] A5 B ES

a. REFERY TR, (topic) — 4T BB e B 5

b. &% EBY T FEEE | (subject) — B4 E) I 1 FH B 4R (subject-verb agree-
ment) B 53

c. FEER T, (actor) — ETEIFFTREIE ALY

EEREHENERTT R - BB RS R AGTESE » FL FRE RS
£ EE S A FE MR AE B E RS

a. AL TR (topic) — FATRE S &
b. Ak LRy TEFE ) (subject) — ?
c. FEE.LH THEE ) (actor) — EFBIFFTREEN A

TR BEFR (5t 2 B3 F 52 2 BHERD “subject” » i subject™ S5 E M i i 5 2 HLHU o5
RREBELAZAGE L RNARRBEAEAN T EH, (DFHELNNE)ES
CERE L EERE SRR (PEENKE) BEEWRNR 0 RS
EREEELREM - | MHEEBGLMEE "33k, (comment) - | 5558 © 58
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' Yuen Ren Chao HIGIE, A Grammar of Spoken Chinese (YPEIZEHI A1) (Berkeley: University
of California Press, 1968), p. 69. BROREERENESR (Hockett) R EfZ » B Charles F.
Hockett, 4 Course in Modern Linguistics GRARESE#E) (New York: Macmillan, 1958),
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